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Established 1996 P.O. Box 2187, Pinetop, AZ 85935  January 2026 

MeetingðJanuary 21st 

Held at White Mountain Nature Center 

425 S. Woodland Rd. Lakeside 

5:30 raffle and chatting 

Program: John Rohmer, Fishing Arizona 

New Fundraising RaffleðRod and Reel 

***************** 

 

PRESIDENTS COLUMN ï JANUARY 2026 

Welcome 2026, Wishing you all a ñHappy New Yearò 

We ended 2025 with a Christmas Dinner at the Show Low Caf® with 26 attending. 

We had a good get together, meal and White Elephant gift exchange. 

Your club officers are in the planning stages for several events in 2026. We will an-

nounce the fly-tying schedule, the rod building schedule, the Fly-Fishing Expo 

date, the Annual Banquet date and monthly outings.  

This is the time of the year when I go through my fly-fishing gear for a clean-up and fly tying for up 

coming 2026 trips. I will be attending the Denver Fly Fishing Show in February (weather permit-

ting) to work at the FFI booth along with friends from the High Plains Drifters Fly Fishing Club in 

Denver. 

Our speakerôs chairman (Andy) has developed a 2026 schedule of Club Meeting Speakers and 

Outings so that you know about upcoming topics and speakers as well as upcoming club outings.  

Kitty has been working on a clean-up and updating of our club website, which will include a club 

calendar with schedule of events and speakers. 

Hopefully we will get enough rain and snow to bring our local water levels up for a good year of 

fishing. Lets all keep our collective fingers crossed!! 

We are all looking forward to our seasonal members returning in the Spring. 

ñTight Linesò       

Mike Whitney ï Your President  



 Arizona Game and Fish Department  

New Zealand Mud snail Decontamination Options  

Decontamination Options  

The following protocols shall be taken for any equipment that has been in                                

or on waters or locations listed in Directorôs Order 2.  

ÅAnglers should inspect and clean equipment including, but not limited                                    

to waders, boots, nets and tackle.   

ÅRemove any visible plants, algae, animals, and mud, and disinfect the equipment using one or more 

of the following decontamination methods:  

ÅBoot brushes should be used when done recreating in an affected waterbody and should be done 

regardless of disinfection method selected.  

ÅExamples of equipment to be disinfected: waders, boots, tackle, shoes, pets, and anything else that 

comes in contact with shoreline or water.  

 

Option 1:  

Submerge waders and gear in a large tub filled with a quaternary ammonia-based in-

stitutional cleaner. If using consumer-grade 409*, the solution does not need to be di-

luted. If using a product such as Super HDQ Neutral, mix 6 ounces per gallon of water. 

Equipment must be soaked for at least 20 minutes, scrubbing and inspecting all items 

before rinsing. The rinse water must be from a source free of AIS (Aquatic Invasive 

Species) (to avoid re-exposure), and the chemical bath must be properly disposed of 

away from the body of water.  

 

Option 2:  

Place waders and boots in a freezer overnight between uses.  

 

Option 3:  

Dry waders and equipment completely for seven consecutive days (May through Octo-

ber) or 18 consecutive days (November through April).  

 

Option 4:  

Spray or soak waders and gear with 140 degree Fahrenheit water for at least 10 

minutes. * AZGFD does not endorse any particular product. Mention of any brand is 

for example only. * Unknowingly moving a species between water bodies can cause 

irreversible ecological damage.  Angling Recommendations to help control the spread 

of NZ mud snails.  



 

 

 

 

 

          

         

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Angling Recommendations to help control                                                

the spread of NZ mud snails cont. 

Consider these options to help minimize the spread of these aquatic invasive species. While 

these recommendations are important for anglers to consider on all waters, it is critical 

where hatcheries are located in the headwaters of streams (Oak Creek, Canyon Creek and 

Tonto Creek). The intent is to avoid movement of AIS upstream which may severely impact 

hatchery operations, trout production, and stocking schedules  

¶ Start your fishing trip at the most upstream point, then move downstream to avoid intro-

ducing aquatic invasive species into unoccupied areas.  

¶  When fishing in multiple waters on the same trip, a second pair of wading equipment 

(waders and wading boots) is recommended until gear can be                                          

properly cleaned and decontaminated 
¶ If fishing Upper and Lower Canyon Creek, fish Upper Canyon Creek f irst. If you fish Low-

er Canyon Creek and then plan to fish Upper Canyon Creek, use a second pair of wading 

equipment to assure that there is no transfer of New Zealand                                                           

mud snails upstream nearer the hatchery.  
¶  Avoid felt-bottom boots and waders to prevent the spread of pathogens and aquatic in-

vasive species. NZ mud snails on rocks - Photo Courtesy of AZGFD NZ mud snails are al-

so on watercress and filamentous algae - NZ mud snail with dime for scale  

¶ Photos by Jim Strogen  

**************** 

I reacted to Momôs dilemma as a boatman with the strong thought forming in my young 

mind, ñItôs better to be the fisherman than the rower.ò 

                                                               Joan Wulff     Fly Casting Techniques (1987) 



 



 


